
 

 

 

 
 
 

  Martha Bryan is a management consultant, author, speaker, and seminar leader 
who speaks nationally and internationally regarding the development of human potential and 
personal excellence.  With an education background in teaching, she has taught at both high school 
and college levels and has held positions in both government and private industry. Fascinated by 
what makes some individuals strive to be the very best, Martha has devoted her life to studying 
peak performers.  She is a highly effective organization consultant and dynamic public speaker who 
is recognized for her informative, down-to-earth, and entertaining keynote presentations and 
workshops.  You will enjoy spending time with her! 
 

  Thad Shunkwiler is a licensed mental health professional and works as an 
Assistant Professor in the Department of Health Science at Minnesota State University, Mankato. 
He has spent over 10 years treating mental health in both community and correctional settings. 
Professor Shunkwiler was appointed by Governor Mark Dayton to the Task Force on Medical 
Cannabis Research in 2016. His research interest include how chemical use impacts mental health 
symptomology and substance use prevention. Professor Shunkwiler has spoken at numerous 
national conferences and is well known for his engaging and dynamic presentation style.   

   Ashley Nieland is a Mental Health Practitioner (MHP) working as Central MN 
Mental Health Center’s “Suicide Prevention Regional Coordinator” through the Crisis Response 
Team. Ashley enjoys educating community members on suicide prevention through trainings, 
school presentations for 7th-12th graders, community presentations, and advocacy at local events. 
Her passion and relational approach in public speaking activate a willingness in community 
members to engage in conversation around what can be a difficult subject matter. 



 

 

Gary Kalstabakken started with the BCA in June 2012 as a Product Manager.  He is a liaison 
between the BCA and criminal justice agencies and advocates to ensure that their business needs 
are met by the information they receive through BCA systems. He has responsibility for Probation 
Client Notification, National Data Exchange, Predatory Offender Registration and other services 
used by probation agents.  Gary is a graduate of the FBI’s National Academy and St. Cloud State 
University.  He had a 30-year career in law enforcement including 14.5 years as chief of police with 
the Rosemount Police Department 
 
 
Carla Duellman has been with the BCA for over 20 years. She has worked as a CJIS trainer for 
criminal history and Hot Files certification, as a member of the Suspense Team on Criminal History, 
and on deployment and agency training for LiveScan and eCharging. Currently, Carla is a liaison 
between the BCA and criminal justice agencies, advocating for agencies that use MNJIS products 
and services to ensure that their business needs are met and they receive the information they 
need.  She has primary responsibility for the Criminal History System, LiveScan, AFIS, MRAP, and 
other fingerprint services. 
 
 

  Phillip Galli is a Visiting Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology, 
Criminology, and Anthropology at the University of Wisconsin – River Falls (UWRF).  His research 
interests include community corrections and the role of family social support in the lives of 
offenders.  Phil’s dissertation focuses on social support prior to and while incarcerated.  Prior to 
working in academics, Phil worked as a probation/parole officer in Missouri, Ohio, and Illinois. 

 

  Marit Anne Peterson is the Program Director for the Minnesota Elder Justice 
Center. Prior to joining the Elder Justice Center, Marit practiced estate planning and elder law with a 
metro-area law firm. Marit currently serves on the governing council of the Minnesota State Bar 
Association's Elder Law section and is a member of the Probate and Trust Law section. Marit is also 
an adjunct faculty member at Augsburg College in the Philosophy Department, where she teaches 
ethics and bioethics in the adult undergraduate program. She serves on the steering committee for 
Minnesota’s Working Interdisciplinary Network of Guardianship Stakeholders. 
 



 

 

  Allen Godfrey is the Field Services Director for the State of Minnesota, which is 
responsible for the oversight of probation and parole, and is also the ICAOS Commissioner. He 
began his career working with juveniles in Hennepin County’s residential facility in 1984 and has 
held positions as a probation officer, supervisor, was deputy director in Dakota County, and director 
of Scott County Community Corrections. Godfrey has a Master’s Degree in Human Services 
Planning and Administration. While in Dakota County, he initiated the Juvenile Detention Alternative 
Initiative which led to the reduction of juveniles in detention, and the implementation of specialty 
courts. He led the implementation, training, quality assurance, and outcomes of Evidence Based 
Practices (EBP). Allen is a member of the State EBP Policy Committee and serves on the 
Minnesota Specialty Court Advisory Committee. 
 

  Dr. Emily Gaarder, Associate Professor of Criminology, Sociology, and Women, 
Gender, and Sexuality Studies. Her Education: Ph.D., Justice Studies, Arizona State University 
(2005), M.A., Women’s Studies, University of Cincinnati (1999), B.A., University of Minnesota-Morris 
(1994). Her Areas of Focus: Gender, crime, and justice; Restorative justice; Environmental justice, 
animals, and society. Gender, crime, and justice: One of her first jobs after college was working with 
girls in the juvenile justice system. They inspired her to search for ways to give voice to their 
experiences, and challenge social policies that punish girls’ and women’s responses to victimization 
and oppression. She has researched and written about girls sentenced to adult prison, attitudes 
about girls in the system, gender-responsive and restorative programming for girls, and intimate 
partner violence. Restorative justice (RJ) is a community-based approach to conflict, crime, and 
justice that emphasizes the inclusion of victims, offenders, and other affected parties. She has 
written about the vision and practices of restorative justice and conducted several evaluations of 
restorative programs. My current research looks at restorative justice as applied to the harm of 
intimate partner violence. She has worked with RJ programs as a facilitator in both victim-offender 
dialogues and both sentencing and healing circles. She also trains community members and circle 
keepers in the restorative process. Environmental justice, animals, and society: Her 2011 book, 
Women and the Animal Rights Movement, explored the political paths of women activists and the 
politics of gender in the animal rights movement. She is also interested in “green criminology”, a 
branch of criminology that studies harms against the environment and animals. Her recent work in 
this area explores how corporations and governments use existing race, gender, and class 
inequalities to make green harm less visible, and to avoid responsibility for their actions. 
 



 

 

  Willow Sweeney is a co-founder of Top 20 Training that provides training 
and materials to empower leaders, teachers, parents and students to develop their potential. She 
and her Top 20 team have trained over 500,000 people throughout the United States. Her work 
focuses on helping others further develop their potential, through social and emotional skills and 
develop more effective workplace teams and cultures. Willow has co-authored Top 20 Teachers: 
The Revolution in American Education, Top 20 Parents: Raising Happy, Responsible and 
Emotionally Healthy Children and Top 20 Teens: Discovering the Best-kept Thinking, Learning and 
Communicating Secrets of Successful Teenagers. Willow’s career has included high school 
teaching, coaching and she has been a national speaker and trainer since 2002. She and her 
husband, Brian, have two sons and live in St. Cloud, Minnesota. (St. Cloud Times Article, Women In 
Business, The Unstoppable Willow Sweeney Flaherty) 
 


